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T'es pas surnuméraire ! 

If, like me, you thought Agoria’s ‘At the Controls’ mix was da shit in late 2007, you were probably wondering where those exclusive tracks he played on it were coming from. Turns out most of the unreleased stuff he promoted on the album was set to see the light of day on Infiné, the label he recently launched.

From the look of its release schedule, it seems this new Parisian imprint will faithfully be dedicated to the more clandestine sides of electronic music. Sure, it might not be for everybody: for instance, “The Melody” by Francisco Tristano (great name, even though it also sounds made up for melancholic purposes) is haunted by a chilly piano line even the most hardcore deep house devotees might find a bit, err, irritating (I know I do, and even the Carl Craig remix can’t seem to do anything to really salvage it).

That said, bravo to Rone, a young French filmmaker turned producer, whose Dial-esque “Bora” (a track that defined the second ‘At the Controls’ disk if you ask me) is sitting – comfortably, I might add – between moody IDM and uplifting nü-trance. Add an existentialist rant from a French sci-fi author on top of it, and you weirdly have one of the most compelling track you’ll get the chance to hear this semester.





Riveting, too, are the brand new remixes Agoria commissioned for Apparat’s own “Arcadia” (a track, as you’ll probably remember, that graced the ending of some stellar DJ mixes last year). Telefon Tel Aviv, on one hand, serves a remix that inflates the pensive core of the original, keeps the gorgeous vocals and turns it into a really epic gem. Boyz Noize, on the other hand, is surprisingly offering his most out-of-character remix to date. In the past, see, he got us used to his brassy remix techniques (twist the original’s vocals; add one huge hook; distort everything; go home after 4 minutes), but last year, his take on Feist’s “My Moon My Man” revealed his, hmm, softer side: for the first time, he was working for the song instead of having the song somehow work for him (since then, I cannot listen to the ‘The Reminder’ original without finding it lacks something, which is never a good sign for the remixee, but a rather good one for everyone else). I guess the same thing can be said about his “Arcadia” remix, although this time, he turns the original into a 13-minute techno saga that is part nü-rave, part banging techno, part good old electro, and part acid-house. This brand new expansion of the original into uncharted territories shows Boyz Noize himself recently got tired of his own ‘Oi Oi Oi’ sound a bit and promises great things on his parts for the upcoming months: he obviously is maturing a little, and it is (as Martha Stewart would say) a very good thing.

Let’s welcome Infiné, then, a brand new label that might just get the truly best out of everyone… and turn Agoria into one of the unlikely techno heroes of 2008 on the way.
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