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The story of “Barlande

3*3';-80 on a fair summer

evening in Tercé, near the
town of Poitiers, at the first
of the InFiné Workshops in
the Normandoux Quarry.
Amidst the white chalk
walls, a singular duo —
flamenca guitar and cello —
took the stage for a
stringed family dialogue. A
fitting analogy as the story
of this record is, first and
foremost, that of a father, Pedro Solerand his son, Gaspar Claus

ge' of flamenco
He learned guitar as he went along, and under the tutelage of Pepe de Badajoz
(Antonio Chacon's accompanist). For his disciple, Pepe placed the emphasis on

Born in 1938, Pedro witnessed and played a key partin the ‘Golden Ag

intensive playing, the senses and experience. * [ quickly realised that my vocation was
not to move alongside those who followed in his footsteps but rather to retrace those of
his predecessors”, says Pedro. He went on to perform alongside the great masters
IFeLe de la Matrena, Almaden, Juan Varea, Enrique Morente) and, over the years,

d himself as one ofthe primary flag-bearers of an “archaic” style of Flamenco,

accent on dynamics and sonority rather than on “voluble and shiny” virtuosity.
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For me, to express oneself within this heritage that has been passed on from
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ation to generation is not to yield to a reductive dogma but rathet
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er to use the rules
as a guide to precision and accuracy”, Pedro adds. Despite a strong attachment to his
roots, Spain and Andalusia, Pedro never turns down an opportunity to interact with
instruments from other walks of musical life: Renaud Garcia-Fons' double bass or
Ravi Prasad’s Indian percussions, to name but a few. He is one of the most
celebrated fla
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menco guitarists in the world today
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And it was on that fair summer evening, atthe Quarry, that the decision to recerd an
album together materialised, after a week spent mingling with new people and
rehearsing alongside the InFiné team. */ wanted this record to be released outside of
the traditional flamenco circuits™, states Gaspar. The Great Divides between musical
genres definitely appear to belong to another time.

After several months spent thinking about the best place and approach, the duo
eventually set off for New York — Brooklyn to be precise —to hand over production
duties on “Barlande® to a friend of the family, Bryce Dessner (guitarist for The National
and creator of Clogs). Although the duo brought along early demos for some of the
tracks, the studio sessions gave pride of place to improvisation, which were in some
cases held with very special quests. Joined byBryce Dessner on guitar and Sufjan
Stevens on harmonium, one ofthe improvisation sessions proved to be the ideal
closing track for the album: the terribly Jarmushian “Encuentro en Brooklyn®.

QOver the course of its eight chapters, “Barlande™ charts a powerful musical territory,
both loyal to its roots and ground-breaking, making this a fundamental addition to the
InFiné catalogue. * Flamenco is, in its essence, a melting pot of influences: from its
prehistory in india, taking root in Andalusia and subsequent forays into the rest of the
world. | beiong to a generation that has seen distances rapidly shrink, and different
cultures merge to form a new musical landscape. [ do not feel that i belong exclusively
to any specific tradition, rather | am proud to think that | may be participating in
blurring the lines between musical genres.” Gaspar concludes.
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