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KHONNAR ANNOUNCEMENT - WORLDWIDE PRESS

Deena Abdelwahed readies
debut album Khonnar

This week Deena Abdelwahed announced the release of her highly-anticipated
debut album.

Titled ‘Khonnar’ - pronounced ‘ronnar’ — the album scheduled to land next month
via French imprint InFiné Music. The title refers to an untranslatable Tunisian word
that is said to evoke the dark, disturbing and shameful.

Comprised of 9 tracks, the forthcoming release from the talented Tunisian
producer and DJ follows up her notable, club-ready EP ‘Klabb’, which released via
InFiné back in 2017.

According to a press release ‘Khonnar is, “the manifesto for a generation that does
not seek to please or to conform, taking back control of its identity — with all the
attendant losses and chaos.” On it, Deena will once again offer up an experimental
project that blurs the boundaries between bass, techno and other leftfield sounds.

‘Khonnar is out November 16 via InFiné Music. Check out the tracklist and artwork
below, and take a look at our review of Sicilian festival Ortigia Sound System to
read more about Deena’s exhilarating performances.







KHONNAR INTERNATIONAL RADIO REACHING

RADIO CHARTS & PLAYLISTS

Nemone Weekly BBCé Radio Show
Ababab Handpicked

Most Popular Music BBC Merseyide Show
Tawa Handpicked

Red Bull Radio First Floor Russell E.L. Butler
Ken Skett... Playlisted

Red Bull Radio Top Flight Chal Ravens
Ababab, Tawa, Al Hobb Al Mouharreb Playlisted

David Blot Weekly Nova Radio Show
Ababab Handpicked (Le Nova Club)

France Inter
Al Hobb Al Mouharreb Handpicked

France Culture - La Dispute
Khonnar Reviewed

RFI

Khonnar Reviewed

Couleur3 (RTS) - Pony Express (Flore Musicale)
Khonnar Reviewed & Artist Portrait

Radio 2 (Rai Radio Italia)
Al Hobb Al Mouharreb Handpicked

Radio 3 (RTVE Espana)
Ken Skett... Handpicked

INTERVIEWS

Radio Nova
Interview in Nova Mix Club

Radio Nova
Interview in A La Dérive

Radio Néo - Daily Talk
Chaos - Lintégrale

Radio Campus France
Interview in Campus Club

INTERNATIONAL
COLLEGE & WEB RADIO

USA COLLEGE RADIO
AIRPLAYS on CJSW, Kexp and more TBC

EUROPEAN COLLEGE RADIO

PLAYLISTS on Radio Eins (GER), Cashmere Radio
(GER), Bayern Radio (GER), Bayern Radio 2 (GER),
Radio FM4 (GER), Radio Z (GER)

WORLDWIDE WEB RADIO
AIRPLAYS on NTS Radio

MIXES & PODCASTS

Resident Advisor October’s Best Music
RA Live at Red Light Radio ADE

Crack Magazine
Crack Mix w/ Deena Abdelwahed

Tsugi Montly Mix
Exclusive Mix by Deena Abdelwahed

Radio Frizt
One Hour Mix in Live Stream

FRENCH
COLLEGE & WEB RADIO

PARTENERSHIP WITH RADIO CAMPUS
PLAYLISTS on Radio Campus to be annonced

AIRPLAYS on Radio Neo, Jet FM, Radio Dio,
RCV Lille, Radio Béton, Alternantes FM, Radio
Prun

FERRAROCK AIRPLAYS & PLAYLISTS
to be annonced

FRENCH WEB RADIO
AIRPLAYS on Tsugi Radio, Groove Nation


http://www.bbc.co.uk/programmes/b0940xfr
http://www.bbc.co.uk/programmes/b0940xfr
https://www.bbc.co.uk/programmes/p06mrf4chttp://
https://www.tsugi.fr/un-mix-exclusif-de-deena-abdelwahed-dans-le-dernier-tsugi-magazine/
https://www.tsugi.fr/un-mix-exclusif-de-deena-abdelwahed-dans-le-dernier-tsugi-magazine/
https://www.nova.fr/podcast/nova-club/un-demi-blot-monday-et-deena-abdelwahed
https://www.nova.fr/podcast/nova-club/un-demi-blot-monday-et-deena-abdelwahed
https://www.residentadvisor.net/features/3347
https://www.residentadvisor.net/features/3347
http://www.nova.fr/podcast/lheure-de-pointe/chloe-thevenin-travailler-la-place-des-sons-dans-lespace-cest-mon-moteur
https://www.radiocampus.fr/2018/11/15/deena-abdelwahed-un-premier-album-chez-infine/13634
https://www.radiocampus.fr/2018/11/15/deena-abdelwahed-un-premier-album-chez-infine/13634
http://www.radioneo.org/fr/podcasts/view/1222/deena-abdelwahed
http://www.radioneo.org/fr/podcasts/view/1222/deena-abdelwahed
http://www.nova.fr/podcast/lheure-de-pointe/chloe-thevenin-travailler-la-place-des-sons-dans-lespace-cest-mon-moteur
https://crackmagazine.net/article/mixprofile/deena-abdelwahed/
https://crackmagazine.net/article/mixprofile/deena-abdelwahed/
https://www.bbc.co.uk/programmes/p06mrf4c
http://
https://www.franceinter.fr/emissions/interferences/interferences-24-novembre-2018
http://
https://www.tsugi.fr/un-mix-exclusif-de-deena-abdelwahed-dans-le-dernier-tsugi-magazine/
https://www.tsugi.fr/un-mix-exclusif-de-deena-abdelwahed-dans-le-dernier-tsugi-magazine/

KHONNAR WORLDWIDE PRINT PRESS

TOP ALBUMS

DEENA ABDELWAHED

Khonnar InFiné

Continua I'esplorazione
dell'intrigante circuito musicale
nordafricano che fa capo al
collettivo Arabstazy e al quale
appartiene anche la tunisina Deena
Abdelwahed. Lartista parte dalle
influenze della propria terra per
mescolarle con il digitale occidentale
(berlinese), ossia una scura dark
techno che si unisce a sonorita
mediterranee generando cosi un
percorso mistico e cerebrale. In
queste sonorita si coglie come
dell’insofferenza, quasi fosse una
colonna sonora di aspettative
tradite soprattutto dopo le rivolte
della primavera araba, che tante
illusioni di liberta avevano infuso in
numerosi giovani di quelle terre. Ma
il germe della rivolta € ancora vivo e
lo si coglie appieno anche in queste
BELLE PRODUZIONI CULTURALI.
Gianluca Polverari



2018 saw Tunisian producer and DJ Deena Abdelwahed
scale new heightsin all her pursuits. Forinstance,

the Toulouse-based artist locked two esteemed
residencies in the first half year, as part of Berlin’s
vitally progressive and influential Room 4 Resistance
collective and as a regular fixture in Paris” hallowed
riverside club, Concrete.

Both DJ residencies are fine representations of
Abdelwahed’s outlook and purpose, with the latter
coming about after she was booked for a three-hour set
atthe club— “and it went very well, I guess!” Concrete,
as she explains, is “all about ‘love’ for electronic
musicand dancefloor people”. That openness, love
and passion is something that's reflected in her

own DJ sets, which impeccably combine complex
rhythmic workouts, experimental techno, avant-garde
electronics and EBM, while often incorporating facets
of Arabicand other more traditional styles to rapturous
effect.

“Itryto explore the avant-garde of club tracks,” she
explains. “Espedially experimental electronic music
thatis inspired by counterculture and minorities.
Worldwide, but preferably from the third world.”
Thereis nothing of the dry, cynical posturing so often
seen in techno to be found here. During her sets,
dancefloors move with a looseness and liberation that
only the most electrifying DJs can create.
Andindeed, 2018 saw her bringing that distinct and
unforgettable sound to more places than ever before,
hitting some milestone venues and festivals along
the way. “Playing in new cities and countries is really
eye-opening,” she tells DJ Mag. “I have such good
memories from Unsound festival, for example.”

Her pairing with the forward-thinking and socio-
politically driven Room 4 Resistance, too, is testament
to Abdelwahed’s determination, with her own
productions and lyrical work confronting globalissues
of homophobia, genderimbalance and the refugee
crisis. Her debut LP‘Khonnar’, released in November
via InFiné music, with its confrontational and gripping
sense of percussion and atmosphere, is far more than
justasonictriumph.

“’Khonnar’ voices my concerns on more general
issues,” she explains. “Injustice, inequality of
opportunity, the humiliation that citizens experience

onadaily basis.”

So, too, is there immense significance in the
inspirations she draws from traditional Arabic music,
going a considerable way to breaking down the barrier
of expectation between what is considered the “norm”
in electronic music and what is considered “other”.
“One of the objectives of why I wanted to compose
electronic musicis to try and translate my socio-
cultural questioning: What is the culturalidentity?
When is it modern? Or Westernised? Iwould not use
the word ‘“fusion’, which for me implies a fairly balanced
mixture of two elements. Iwould rather speak of a
source of inspiration. Tam more driven and fascinated
by the vibes of experimental and club musicand the
creative energies of subcultures.”

One topic which Abdelwahed is passionate about

is that of freedom of movement for artists. Having
experienced restriction herselfin the past due to
visaissues (she had to cancel a show with Timedance
in London’s Pickle Factoryin November), and

being more than familiar with numerous similar
instances experienced by others, she has used

the #artistswithoutvisas hashtag to further raise
awareness of an issue that is being increasingly
discussed in the current political climate.

“It's not about Brexit or the UK specifically,” she
says. “If only artists around the world didn’t have to
worry about one month of paperwork, appointments
atembassies or passports held by embassies, notto
mention visa fees... There are nationalities that are
more privileged than others.”

Looking toward 2019 and the future, Abdelwahed has
more than enough lined up to ensure that she will
soon be a household name in the global club music
community. A live set to accompany ‘Khonnar”isin
the works, and is set to debut at Paris’ Gaité Lyrique

in January before being taken to numerous festivals
around the world including the mighty Sénar. There’s
also an album remix EP set to land later in the spring.
Given her evidenced tireless ethos, it’s also no surprise
that she adds a noted possibility of another EP being
released before the new 12 months are out. Few artists
in the club music sphere are as hardworking or, indeed,
asimportant as Deena Abdelwahed. You'd do well to
getacquainted. EOIN MURRAY

Deena Abdelwahed
Khonnar

InFiné/Indigo

Die Tunesierin liefert mit brachi-
alem Dub-Techno eine Kampfan-
sage an die alte Weltordnung.

Manche Woérter lassen sich nicht
Ubersetzen. Der arabische Aus-
druck ,khonnar” steht fiir etwas,
das die dunkle, verstérende Sei-
te von Dingen zum Vorschein
bringt. Etwas, das unter den Tep-
pich gekehrt wurde, aber dort bro-
delt. Deena Abdelwaheds Debt-
alboum KHONNAR fiihlt sich an, als
wilrde man ein Pflaster abreiBen,
um endlich zu sehen, was darun-
ter so schmerzt. Der dystopische
Dub-Techno der Tunesierin ist
hochpolitisch. Kunstvoll webt sie
arabischen Gesang und orientali-
sche Instrumente in ihre brachia-
len IDM-Tracks, dekonstruiert die
Four-to-the-Floor-Beats und nutzt
das strauchelnde Moment der Ver-

unsicherung fiir eine Kampfansage.
Es geht umdie Flichtlingskrise seit
dem Arabischen Friihling, der in
Abdelwaheds Heimatland begann,
um Feminismus und Polizeigewalt.

Dieses Album
fahlt sich an,
als wiirde man
ein Pflaster
abreiBBen.

KHONNAR ist der post-apokalyp-
tische Abgesang auf die gewohn-
te Weltordnung, eine ungeschoénte
Hymne der Emanzipation von Kolo-
nialisierung vom Patriarchat, von
der Vorherrschaft des Westens.
Stimmen wie die von Abdelwahed
sind selten in einer weiBgewasche-
nen Musiklandschaft. Umso wich-
tiger, dass sie so laut wie moglich
gehort werden.

* %% %% LauraAha
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Irsfimees

Following a summer in which
her formidable Dling won her
new fans the world over, Deena
Abdehvahed delivers her debuz
album amidst a misture of
anticipation and surpnze. The
potency of her artistic flair leaves
first-time listeners scrabbling
for clues as to where this new
talent has come from (France via
Tumisia, as it happens).

After 2016"s Kizbb EP
Abdelwahed returns to Infiné
with a collection dripping THE
with intrigue and vitality. Her VINYL FACTORY
approach swerves from tha
bludgeaning low-end pulses
of Fdhika and the dubstep
mysticizm of Kizbb to the
deconstructed electronica of A
Scream In The Consciousness.
The mixturs is intoxcating — not
only is the music incredibly
fresh and forward-facing, but
it also seems to transcend
temporal and geographical
boundaries. For all the stylistic
trysts, it's Abdelwahed's
personality that comes throwgh
as the fundamental ingrediant.
From her arresting wocal on
Al Hobb Al Mowharreb e the
distinctive melodic strokes and
accomplished sound design
R alsewhere, the record feels ke
l &4 a bold statement of identity.
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TROISCOULEURS

Deena Abdelwahed, I'exigeance dance
Cette Tunisienne anticonformiste secoue
la dance music avec sa techno expérimen-
tale qui fait entrer des ronds dans des
carrés. Son premier album est une
fascinante plongée dans une musique
aussi dansante que poétique, qui trouve
sa place sur l'exigeant label électro
frangais InFiné.

Khonnar, InFiné.
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ALL ARTICLES & NEWS IN OUR PRESS ROOM



http://www.infine-music.com/presse/DeenaAbdelwahed/KHONNAR/PRESS/

KHONNAR TOUR DATE

08.07.2018
13.07.2018
20.07.2018
21.07.2018
27.07.2018
28.07.2018
11.08.2018
25.08.2018
31.08.2018
01.09.2018
15.09.2018
21.09.2018
22.09.2018
28.09.2018
05.10.2018
11.10.2018
14.10.2018
17.10.2018
20.10.2018
26.10.2018
03.11.2018
04.11.2018
09.11.2018

24.11.2018
29.11.2018
01.12.2018
08.12.2018
14.12.2018
15.12.2018
31.01.2019
02.02.2019
09.02.2019

Freerotation Festival - United Kingdom

Hinge Finger x Levels - London, United Kingdom
Galway International Arts Festival Off - Galway, Ireland
Concrete - Paris, France

Ortigia Sound System Festival - Siracusa, Italy
Room 4 Resistance - Berlin, Germany

On Air 2018 - Marseille, France

Dancity Festival - Foligno, Italy

Atlas Electronic - Marrakesh, Marocco

Dantz Festival - Gazteszena - San Sebastian, Spain
Rokolectiv Festival - SHAPE Bucharest, Romania
Scopitone - Nantes, France

TodaysArt 2018 - The Hague, Netherlands
Kaserne Basel - Basel, Switzerland

Spring Attitude Festival - Roma, Italy

Unsound Festival Krakow - Krakéw, Poland
Festival Maintenant - Rennes, France

ADE Festival - Amsterdam, Netherlands

Simple Things Festival - Bristol, United Kingdom
Goethe institute - Brussels, Belgium

Ekko Festival - Bergen, Norway

Concrete - Paris, France

Alliances in Feminism - Cairo, Egypt

Hafla Party at Le Petit Salon - Lyon, France
The Cellar - Oxford, United Kingdom

Room 4 Resistance - Berlin, Germany
Goethe Institute Tunisia - Tunis, Tunisia
Klankvorm - Rotterdam, Netherlands
Ustanova - Ljubljana, Slovenia

La Gaité Lyrique - Paris, France

CTM Festival - Berlin, Germany

Astropolis Festival Brest, France

15.02.2019
16.02.2019
23.02.2019
01.03.2019
09.03.2019
16.03.2019
20.03.2019
23.03.2019
29.03.2019
20.04.2019
27.04.2019
04.05.2019
10.05.2019
11.05.2019
25.05.2019
29.05.2019
08.06.2019
15.06.2019
20.06.2019
21.06.2019
27.06.2019
11.07.2019
20.07.2019
24.07.2019
26.07.2019
01.08.2019
02.08.2019
03.08.2019

Hope Works Presents - Sheffield, United Kingdom
Uncloud Festival - Ekko - Utrecht, Netherlands

De School - Amsterdam, Netherlands

Elevate Festival - Grazer Schlossberg - Graz, Austria
Sonar Istanbul - Istanbul, Turkey

Flash Cocotte - Nuits Fauves - Paris, France

FRUE Festival - Tokyo, Japan

La Bam - Metz, France

Re-Textured Festival - London, United Kingdom
Rokolectiv Festival - Control Club - Bucharest/ROU
Weather Festival La Seine Musicale - Paris, France
Les Electropicales Festival - Reunion Island, France
Project 13 - Manchester, United Kingdom
Timedance - Pickle Factory - London, United Kingdom
Le Zoo-Usine - Geneva, Switzerland

Nuits Sonores - Lyon, France

Villette Sonique - Paris, France

Marsatac - Marseille, France

Kolorado Festival - Budapest, Hungary

Tauron Nowa Muzyka Festival - Katowice, Poland
Plisskén 2019 - Athens, Greece

Dour Festival - Dour, Belgium

Sonar Barcelona - Barcelona, Spain

Tohu Bohu - Montpellier, France

Kaiku - Helsinki, Finland

VIVA! Festival - Locorotondo, Italy

Dekmantel Festival - Amsterdam, Netherlands
Nachtdigital - Leipzig, Germany

MORE TO BE ANNOUNCE

Previous Boiler Room in Amsterdam is still available in streaming


https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=NiYlsm_c1_A

CONTACTS

FOLLOW DEENA ON SOCIALS

Alexandre Cazac | Artistic Director
acazac@infine-music.com

Virginie Freslon | France Promotion
virgfreslon@gmail.com

Rachel Graham | Publishing Manager
licensing@infine-music.com

Peggy Szkudlarek | WW Booking
peggy@dif.productions

O

INFINE

Enora Pellerin | Label Manager
enora@infine-music.com

Julien Gagnebien | WW Promotion
julien@infine-music.com

Fany Corral | Artist Manager
fany.corral@thepostpost.club

DIF

TOUR AGENT
Anais Condado | WW Booking

anais@dif.productions


https://www.facebook.com/deenaabdelwahedfeed/ 
https://open.spotify.com/artist/20fUkJZtm2I6zdIuj2XpgV 
https://twitter.com/deena0deena?lang=fr 
https://soundcloud.com/deenaabdelwahed 
https://www.instagram.com/deena00deena/ 

