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ore than the work of any other composer, Johann Sebastian
Bach’s music seems to be genre-neutral. Over the past three
centuries these pure, uninflected melodies and mutating
harmonies have been endlessly interpreted by jazz, bossa nova,
samba, synth-pop, flamenco, electronica, ambient, rave and drum’n’bass
musicians - sometimes, as on Uri Caine’s 2000 interpretation of the Goldberg
Variations, all on the same album.
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The latest set of interpretations comes from French artist Arandel, a rather
mysterious figure on the fringes of the techno scene who preserves his
anonymity at festivals by DJing in a sealed booth. Like Matthew Herbert, he
has a Dogme-style manifesto for making music, never using samplers,
sequencers or pre-programmed synthetic sounds. InBach started as a

\ = collaboration with the Musée De LL.a Musique, a rather wonderful treasure
A Arandel: InBach album  trove of antique instruments on the outskirts of Paris, which gave Arandel
art work access to the likes of a vintage viola da gamba, an Erard square piano, a

clavichord and a 1940s ondioline proto-synth, once played by Jean-Jacques
Perrey - all of which are put through a 21st-century electronic filter.

Aux Vaisseaux turns the repeated harmonies from the 14 Canons on the
Goldberg Ground into a hypnotic piece of minimalism. Crab Canon plays the
endlessly cycling counterpoint of the 2 Cancrizans canon on a vintage
celeste, then plays the tune backwards and reverses the tape, to wonderfully

giggipggg?:maﬂ. disorientating effect. Passacaglia and Hysope both turn organ works into
music news, bold throbbing pieces of synth-pop, like Wendy Carlos joining the Pet Shop Boys,
reviewsand accompanied by a choir of angels.

unexpected extras

e Read more Arandel is also helped by numerous guests. A version of the C Minor Prelude

features Petra Haden leaping through the rangy melody - like a one-woman
Swingle Singers - over a bleepy synth backing; while French chansonnier
Barbara Carlotti transforms a Bach choral prelude into a Serge Gainsbourg-
style ballad called Bluette. There are some moments of banality, but
Arandel’s Bach pastiches are quite good - his Homage to JS Bach sounds like
the first Prelude in C Major refracted through a hundred kaleidoscopes.

Arandel: InBach is released on 7 February.

Also out this month
Wactaw Zimpel is a Polish multi-instrumentalist whose excellent new album

Massive Oscillations (31 January, Ongehoord Records), mixed by like-minded
minimalist James Holden, features slow-burning, ever-mutating drones and
clarinet freakouts, accompanied by drums that shift from the hypnotic to the
thunderous.

Joachim Kuhn & Mateusz Smoczynski - Speaking Sound (25 January, ACT
Records) sees the German pianist and the Polish violinist engage in nine
duets that lurch from mournful ballads and spiky abstractions to Bartok-like
mutations of eastern European folk themes.

Worlds Within is the self-released debut solo album by Canadian cellist
Raphael Weinroth-Browne. Using looper pedals, drones and special effects,
he creates 10 atmospheric soundscapes - all in the same key - that
occasionally move into odd time signatures or edge towards ambient house.

As 2020 begins...

... we’re asking readers, like you, to make a new year contribution in
support of the Guardian’s open, independent journalism. This has been a
turbulent decade across the world - protest, populism, mass migration and
the escalating climate crisis. The Guardian has been in every corner of the
globe, reporting with tenacity, rigour and authority on the most critical
events of our lifetimes. At a time when factual information is both scarcer
and more essential than ever, we believe that each of us deserves access to
accurate reporting with integrity at its heart.

More people than ever before are reading and supporting our journalism, in
more than 180 countries around the world. And this is only possible
because we made a different choice: to keep our reporting open for all,
regardless of where they live or what they can afford to pay.

We have upheld our editorial independence in the face of the disintegration
of traditional media - with social platforms giving rise to misinformation,
the seemingly unstoppable rise of big tech and independent voices being
squashed by commercial ownership. The Guardian’s independence means
we can set our own agenda and voice our own opinions. Our journalism is
free from commercial and political bias - never influenced by billionaire
owners or shareholders. This makes us different. It means we can challenge
the powerful without fear and give a voice to those less heard.

None of this would have been attainable without our readers’ generosity -
your financial support has meant we can keep investigating, disentangling
and interrogating. It has protected our independence, which has never been
so critical. We are so grateful.

As we enter a new decade, we need your support so we can keep delivering
quality journalism that’s open and independent. And that is here for the
long term. Every reader contribution, however big or small, is so valuable.
Support The Guardian from as little as €1 - and it only takes a minute.
Thank you.
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